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Happy New Year to everyone! We’re anticipating that 2016 is going to be
a very busy year for our Section. It all revolves around Starfest. A large
amount of work has already been done; with a whole lot more to come.
We'll need members for Hospitality, Car Show and Track events. Completing registration packets will take a large effort by everyone.
For those of you who like to learn how to judge at a car show, Ed Owen
and Peter Lesler will be holding a class this spring. You will learn what
to look for and how to read the score sheet and a lot history of Mercedes Benz cars. After the class, you'll
be qualified to judge at Starfest.
If you can help, please contact me at
560sec@charter.net or 860-315-5575
Starfest info http://starfest2016.mbca.org/
New events for 2016 will posted soon, as usual a
mix of old favorites and new.
John S Piekarczyk
President Minuteman Section

The

Editor’s

Desk:

Going forward, the role of the Newsletter Editor has been passed on to Court Brannen after
many years of dedicated service by Ronald Beaton. Thank you Ron!
I’m looking forward to the challenge of producing newsletters with the same amount of humor,
and professionalism that Ronald has brought to the Minuteman Section. Please feel free to
provide me with constructive feedback and recommendations on how the newsletter can be
improved. Expect things to change, but you can look forward to new content, as well as the
same consistent information you should expect from our Newsletters.
Now it’s time to move on to StarFest! John, Ed, and many others have been working hard over
the last 2 years to make StarFest happen under the Minuteman Section’s banner. It’s now 2016
and the massive undertaking will take place in 7 months. Your help is needed! Please reach out to John Piekarczyk to let
him know what you can do to step up and make this the most successful national event the MBCA has ever put on. Look
forward to seeing you all there!
For any comments or questions, you can reach me at: courtlandbrannen@gmail.com
Sincerely,
Court Brannen

MINUTEMAN LEADERSHIP TEAM
President
John S. Piekarczyk
Tel: 860-315-5575
560sec@charter.net
Vice-President
Ed Owen
Tel: 781-642-0667
ed@virtualeas.com
Treasurer
Mark Fancy
Tel: 508-347-1814
fancymb@charter.net
Secretary
Stephen Coulter
Tel: 781-956-4770
stephencoulter@comcast.net

TRI-ANGLES
Tri-Angles is the newsletter published quarterly for the MBCA-Minuteman Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America. Neither editorial content
nor advertising implies endorsement of any product or service by the
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, its sections, or MBUSA. The publisher
assumes no liability for errors in advertisements.
Please direct advertising inquiries to:
Courtland Brannen
Tel. 617-970-8156
courtlandbrannen@gmail.com
Members may run classified advertisements free of charge.
Send email changes to: MBCA, National Business Office
1907 LeLaray St. Colorado Springs, CO 80909
Tel. 800-637-2360
Copy Deadlines: 15th of March, June, September and December.

Newsletter Editor/Publisher
Courtland Brannen
Tel: 617-970-8156
courtlandbrannen@gmail.com
Web Master / Online Marketing Communications
Nancy Piekarczyk

Minuteman Section Websites
Web page: http://sections.mbca.org/minuteman/
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MBCA.Minuteman

Technical Editor
Peter Vanderveer
Past President
Mark Fancy
Director Emeritus
Steve Wiener
Northeast Regional Director
Ernie Fancy
Tel: 413-391-1887
Email: fancyer@cox.net
Director-at-Large
Ernie Fancy
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ken Bourgue – 781-326-5158
Kenbourgue@juno.com
Dean Coclin - dean.j.coclin@verizon.net
Rich Garick – 603-898-3980
rgarick@comcast.net
Joseph Pawelczyk jpawelczyk@krausecars.com
Court Brannen – 617-970-8156
courtlandbrannen@gmail.com
Barry O’Neil – barry056@gmail.com

Starfest Page: http://starfest2016.mbca.org
Facebook Starfest Page: www.facebook.com/Starfest2016

GERMANFEST XXIX CONCOURS d'ELEGANCE
Larz Anderson Auto Museum, Brookline MA
September 27, 2015
Presented by Intercity Lines, Inc.
Last September we held our Annual Germanfest at the Larz Anderson Auto Museum. Organizers arrived early
around 7 A.M. To set up and judging began at 11:00 A.M. Germanfest was a great opportunity for novice judges
to learn some basics on how to evaluate cars during a Concours d’Elegance. Those of you still interested in
learning more about official judging should check the upcoming events section on the following pages. There is a
Concours Judging Training Class on May 7th. Make sure you sign up early.

GERMANFEST XXIX CONCOURS d'ELEGANCE Cont.

Upcoming Events for 2016
Annual Meeting and Theatre & Dinner Event
RAIN
A Tribute to the Beatles
February 27th, 2016
Join the MBCA Minuteman Section at the WANG THEATRE to enjoy A live multi-media spectacular that
takes you on a musical journey through the life and times of the world's most celebrated band. Featuring hits
that you know and love from the vast anthology of Beatles classics such as I Want To Hold Your Hand, Hard
Day's Night, Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band, Let It Be, Come Together, Hey Jude and many more.
This stunning concert takes you back in time with the legendary foursome delivering a note-for-note theatrical
event that is the next best thing to the Beatles. Don't miss this smash touring Broadway Revue that's taking the
world by storm - you might even end up dancing in the aisles.
Immediately following the show we will enjoy cocktails and a superb dinner at FLEMING'S PRIME STEAKHOUSE & WINE BAR, just a few blocks away from the theatre. FLEMING'S offers the finest USDA Prime Steaks
and Select Seafood & Poultry in an elegant atmosphere.
Enjoy a great night out at a ridiculously super value of only $62.50 per person (thanks to a huge contribution
from the MBCA-MINUTEMAN SECTION).
There is limited seating for only 50 people and reservations will be on a first-come first-served basis. You must
be a MBCA/Minuteman Section Club Member (1 guest only) to attend.
The event is likely sold out at this point, but please reach out to Rich Garick in case he has any extra tickets.
Rich Garick, 19 Gordon Mountain Road, Windham , NH 03087
rgarick@comcast.net (603-898-3980)

Annual European Auto Solutions (EAS) Technical Session
April 30th, 9:00AM to 1:00PM
Come celebrate the arrival of Spring at European Auto Solutions ' 10th Annual MBCA Minuteman Section Open
House, on April 30 th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Each attendee will be given 15 minutes of lift time for personal inspection of their Mercedes-Benz wih one of
our technicians o both learn more about their vehicle and to have it checked for the upcoming open road season.
Come check out some of E.A.S.'s current projects
Quality door prizes
Refreshments provided
Please RSVP to John Piekarczyk 860.315.5575 or 560sec@charter.net
or
Ed Owen 781-642-0667 / ed@virtualeas.com

Concours Judging - Training Class
May 7th, 2016
On May 7 at MBOB and EAS, Peter Lesler National Concours Chairman will hold a class on Judging. This is a must
for anyone who wants to Judge at Starfest. You will learn what Judges look for, how and why points are taken
off as well as how originality plays a role on how a car is judged.
The class will also be helpful from a competitor’s standpoint.
The class starts at 9am at Mercedes Benz of Burlington and continues at European Auto Solutions for hands on
Judging.
RSVP no later than April 28th to John Piekarczyk 560sec@charter.net

2016 National Event – Starfest August 3-6, 2016
- See second page of Newsletter for more details

Germanfest XXX
Presented by Intercity Lines September – Date TBD

Each year, our section puts on some great events, and they are typically organized by the same people year after year.
Hopefully we’ll continue to be able to take advantage of all their wonderful planning, but we need some newer members to
bring their expertise into the mix.
Types of events that have been successful:
- Rally's that end with a lunch or dinner social
- Auto-cross /Track Events
- Back country road driving events that end in a wine tasting
- Group excursions to attend the Canadian Grand Prix during the summer
- After work or weekend socials to meet new members
- Tech Sessions
- “How to” sessions
The Minuteman Section is open to new and out-of-the box ideas, so please plan an event today! Contact a Member of the
Board if you would like help with organizing.

How Critical Is Getting the Valves Set Right on 1972 thru 1975 450SLs
Written & Edited By Peter Vanderveer
When early 450 SLs have a rough idle, it can be vacuum leaks. The eight doughnuts under the intake manifold ducts
are often dry and cracked introducing unwanted air to a factory preset mix of gasoline and air. This imbalance will
create a lean miss-fire behavior to occur to an otherwise well tuned 450SL engine. In fact all R107 V-8s from the 350
to the 560 engine can skip at idle because of these eight leaky intake manifold gaskets. A more subtle cause of a
not so smooth idle on these early 450s can also be uneven valve adjustment clearance. Sometimes not paying very
close attention to the feeler gauge measuring tool will cause even half thousandths of an inch difference in
neighboring valves and will cause idle issues.
What you are effecting when you adjust valve clearances is controlling when a valve begins to open inside the
cylinder head. A half thousandth’s of an inch difference in clearance messes with valve timing and the harmony of
each cylinder’s uniform and balanced valve timing. Intake valves open to initiate engine vacuum. When you are
performing this valve adjustment - think “even valve timing” being the most important thing. An engine with perfect
valve timing is a beautiful thing to hear. Valves do get out of adjustment. When all six or eight cylinders are even
slightly out of adjustment the nice smooth engine idle doesn’t exist - no matter how well the rest of the tune-up is
performed.
If you are lucky and are able to carry out a valve adjustment on one of these early 450s - there is
one other thing to consider. Usually I find the engine is more responsive when the valves are set on the tight side.
This bias allows the valve to open a little on the early side which compensates for worn valve train components.
Even a slightly worn timing chain and sprockets will cause valves to open slightly late. The goal is to match piston
position with valve opening - so trying this approach often makes for good timing harmony. Good luck and call with
any questions!
Peter Vanderveer is our Technical Editor and the owner/operator of Vanderveer Motors in Norwood, Mass. He can
be reached at 781-255-0797
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